
Prabjit Ajawat completed a Bachelors of Kinesiology at the University of Toronto. He 

is currently a second-year MSc student with the Institute of Medical Sciences at the 
University of Toronto Temerty Faculty of Medicine. His graduate research is with the 
Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine at the University Health Network under 
the supervision of Dr. Hance Clarke. His graduate work aims to investigate the potential 
immunomodulatory effects of medical cannabis on various inflammatory biomarkers 
among individuals l iving with chronic pain

Laura Bennett is beginning her third year in graduate school as a PhD student in the 

Bonin lab. Her research revolves around the study of plasticity in the spinal cord, 
specifically regarding persistent pain. Her broader research interests are in plasticity and 
spinal sensorimotor systems. In the future she aims to extend her training into the field of 
medicine with an interest in paediatric pain. Laura is eager to learn more about the pain 
field and looks forward to a future in science and medicine.

Rima El-Sayed completed her Honours Bachelor of Science in the Neuroscience 

specialist and Physiology major streams at UofT in 2019. During her undergraduate 
program she took several additional courses to develop her computer coding skil ls and 
completed a research project in Dr. Benjamin Dunkley’s lab at The Hospital for Sick 
Children that helped her learn how to analyze magnetoencephalography (MEG) imaging 
data. After a successful transfer from MSc to PhD, she is now completing her second year 
in the Institute of Medical Sciences program at U of T and was awarded the OGS 
scholarship twice during this time. As part of Dr. Karen Davis’s lab at UHN Toronto Western 
Hospital, her research involves investigating how measurements from tools such as MEG 
and conditioned pain modulation (CPM) can help predict treatment outcome in those with 
chronic pain. She has developed research skills including collecting a battery of 
quantitative sensory testing and setting up and recording MEG scans in patients and 
healthy individuals. As part of her PhD thesis, Rima hopes to discover predictors for 
treatment outcome from patients in two treatment groups: those receiving paresthesia -
free spinal cord stimulation or carpal tunnel syndrome surgery. She has given a poster 
presentation on her CPM study’s preliminary findings at the SfN virtual conference in 2021. 

Sandra J. Poulson is a PhD candidate in Behavioral Neuroscience under Dr. Loren 

Martin. Sandra earned a B.S. in Biology and a M.A. in STEM Education from the University 
of Texas at Austin, she worked at Stanford University as research staff, then earned a M.A. 
in Psychology from the University of Toronto. Using a mouse model of socially enhanced 
pain, Sandra studies neural mechanisms of contextual pain facilitation. The social context is 
rich with information, including whether danger is nearby. Interestingly, in both humans 
and rodents, behaviors indicating pain in others can enhance our own pain experience. Yet 
the brain regions and peptide signals that drive this phenomenon are unknown. 
Uncovering mechanisms behind contextually and socially enhanced pain will lead to a 
better understanding of factors that worsen pain for some chronic pain patients, as well as 
deepen our knowledge of social aspects of the biopsychosocial model of pain.
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